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Letters to the Editor

Stroke welcomes Letters to the Editor and will publish them, if suitable, as space permits. They should not exceed 750 words (including references)
and may be subject to editing or abridgment. Please submit letters in duplicate, typed double-spaced. Include a fax number for the corresponding author and
a completed copyright transfer agreement form (available online at http://stroke.ahajournals.org and http://submit-stroke.ahajournals.org).

Response to Letter by Aly et al
Response:

We thank Aly et al for raising several interesting points. We
had recorded the size of the lacunar infarct and were able to
reanalyze the data as suggested. We found that of 105 patients
with lacunar stroke, 72 had MRI scans showing the recent lesion
of whom only 7 had a lesion equal to or greater than 15 mm. Of
these 7, one patient had retinopathy (14%). In the 65 patients
with a lacunar lesion less than 15 mm, 17 had retinopathy (26%).
This difference is not significant (Fishers exact test P�0.6)
possibly because of a small number of outcomes, but we should
emphasize that this study was not powered to investigate subsets
of lacunar stroke. If subsets of lacunar stroke do not show
associations with retinopathy it is possible that retinopathy may
just represent exposure to systemic vascular risk factors rather
than predict who will develop small or large artery disease.
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